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Executive Summary

In October 2025, Lebanon’'s fragile ceasefire with Israel faced renewed strain. Despite the
U.S.-brokered truce that ended the 2024 war, Israeli airstrikes and incursions persisted, killing
23 people—mostly Hezbollah fighters—with some civilian casualties. The Ceasefire Monitoring
Mechanism, led by U.S. Lt. Gen. Joseph Clearfield and envoy Morgan Ortagus, met several
times to address violations and review the Lebanese Army’s disarmament efforts, which

dismantled most Hezbollah weapons south of the Litani River.

President Joseph Aoun condemned Israeli attacks that damaged infrastructure and hindered
reconstruction in the south. Diplomatically, Lebanon urged stronger U.S. pressure on Israel,
while American envoys emphasized full disarmament of Hezbollah. The UN and France
condemned Israeli actions against civilians and UN peacekeepers. Meanwhile, Israel claimed
self-defense, accusing Hezbollah of rebuilding its arsenal. The month highlighted Lebanon’s

volatile security environment and the urgent need for sustained international mediation.
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Ceasefire Agreement

In late November 2024, a U.S.-brokered ceasefire halted a 14-month war between Israel
and Hezbollah in Lebanon. However, throughout October 2025, this ceasefire was
strained by frequent violations. Israeli forces carried out near-daily strikes and
incursions in Lebanon, while accusing Hezbollah of covertly rebuilding its arsenal.
Lebanon's government has reported numerous civilian casualties and infrastructure
damage from these attacks, and UN officials warned of continued ceasefire breaches.
The monitoring mechanism convened multiple times in October to address these
incidents and push for full implementation of the truce. Lebanese leaders met with
U.S. envoys to demand an end to Israeli strikes and to discuss disarming Hezbollah
peacefully. As the war in Gaza winds down, regional observers caution that Israel may
turn its focus back to Lebanon. Israeli officials openly voice concern that Hezbollah is
“restoring” its military strength, raising the likelihood of escalation if the ceasefire
continues to erode.

By October 2025, the mechanism committee was chaired by U.S. Marine Lt. Gen. Joseph
Clearfield, reflecting active American involvement.

The Mechanism held its 12th meeting on 29 October 2025 at UNIFIL's Nagoura base.
U.S. envoy Morgan Ortagus attended, alongside senior Lebanese and Israeli military
delegates and French officials. At this session, Clearfield and Ortagus reiterated their
commitment to stability and agreed to schedule four more committee meetings
before the year's end to ensure regular oversight. They decided that mitigating
ceasefire violations will remain a standing agenda item at all future meetings.

Lebanese Army Progress

During the 29 October meeting, the LAF briefed participants on its ongoing operations
to implement the truce. Notably, the army highlighted a recent mission to locate and
neutralize an underground facility near Wadi al-Aziyeh in the south - believed to have
been used by "malign actors™ (an implicit reference to Hezbollah or allied militants).
LAF units had also been providing armed escorts for farmers harvesting olives and
expanding deployments across the south. Clearfield praised the LAF's professionalism
in these tasks, which include dismantling roughly 80% of Hezbollah's weapons
stockpiles south of the Litani in accordance with the first phase of the disarmament
plan. U.S. envoy Ortagus welcomed Beirut's decision to bring “all weapons under state
control by the end of the year” and urged that “the LAF must now fully implement its
plan™ to disarm Hezbollah.

Despite these efforts, ceasefire violations have persisted, mostly in the form of Israeli
military actions on Lebanese soil. President Joseph Aoun stressed that the monitoring
committee “should not be limited to recording violations but must work to end them"™
by pressuring Israel to respect the truce.



Ceasefire Violations and Incidents — October 2025

Date
(2025)
Oct 1-2

Oct 1

(pre-
dawn)

Oct 11
(daytime)

Oct 15-17

Oct 22-23

Incident &
Location

IDF drones
harass UNIFIL
patrols near
Kfar Kila (Blue
Line)
Airstrikes on
Msayleh,
southern
Lebanon

Drone attack

on UNIFIL,
Kfar Kila
sector

Airstrikes in
Bekaa & South
(two waves)

Strikes on
Hezbollah

Responsible

Israel (IDF)
Israel (Air
Force)

Israel (IDF)
Israel (Air
Force)

Israel (Air
Force)

Details and Consequences

small
UN

peacekeepers. No injuries reported, but

Unmanned drones dropped

explosive munitions close to
France protested these “violations of
UN Security Council Resolution 1701".
Intensive air raids struck a heavy
machinery yard in Msayleh, south of
Sidon, destroying numerous vehicles. A
produce truck passing by was hit: 1
civilian (Syrian) was killed and 7 people
wounded (6 Lebanese, 1 Syrian). The
blasts briefly cut the coastal highway
linking Beirut to the south. Israel
claimed the site's equipment would
have been used to rebuild Hezbollah's
infrastructure.

An lIsraeli drone dropped a grenade
near a UNIFIL position in the Kafr Kila
area, injuring 1Indonesian peacekeeper.
This was the most serious of several
drone provocations: UNIFIL said the
drone flew “in an aggressive manner,”
prompting peacekeepers to shoot it
down.

In eastern Lebanon’'s mountains, a
strike killed 2 people (presumably
Hezbollah operatives). Later that day in
the south, another strike in Arabsalim
(Nabatieh governorate) killed 2 more
4. These

attacks - hitting both a Bekaa Valley

Lebanese. Total fatalities:
hideout and a southern village - marked
a significant escalation of Israel's air
campaign in violation of the truce.

these Israeli  strikes

Over days,

intensified again. Lebanese officials said



Date
(2025)

Oct
(Sun)

Oct
(Sun)

Oct
(pre-
dawn)

26

26

30

Incident &
Location
targets
(South
Lebanon &
eastern
outskirts)

Targeted
strike on
Hezbollah
figure, near
Tyre

Attack on
UNIFIL patrol,
Kfar Kila
vicinity

Ground raid in
Blida, Bint Jbeil
district

Responsible

Israel (Air
Force)

Israel (drone
& tank)

Israel
(ground
forces)

Details and Consequences

strikes in southern and eastern Lebanon
killed multiple Hezbollah members, as
Israel targeted what it called Hezbollah
weapons depots.

An lIsraeli airstrike killed Ali al-Musawi,
identified by Israel as a Hezbollah
weapons dealer. Lebanese security
sources confirmed Musawi was the
most senior Hezbollah member killed
since the ceasefire. His vehicle was
struck in the Tyre region. No other
casualties were reported in that precise
strike.

An Israeli drone dropped a grenade on
a UNIFIL patrol near Kfar Kila, and an
Israeli tank fired a shell toward the
peacekeepers moments later. Earlier,
peacekeepers had neutralized another
Israeli drone that was harassing them.
The UN condemned this “blatant
violation™ against its forces. France’s
Foreign Ministry “condemned the
Israeli fire” on UNIFIL.

Israeli  special forces breached
Lebanese territory at the border village
of Blida, entering the local municipal
building. In the raid, they shot and killed
a Lebanese municipal employee (a
civilian night guard) on-site. This deadly
incursion, deep inside Lebanese
sovereign territory, drew outrage in
Beirut. President Aoun denounced the
*series of aggressive Israeli practices”
and ordered the army to “confront any
Israeli incursion™ going forward.



Date Incident &

(2025) Location Responsible Details and Consequences

Oct 30-31  Airstrikes on Israel (Air In the evening of Oct 30 and again on
vehicles, Force) Oct 31, Israeli aircraft fired on moving
Nabatieh area vehicles (motorcycles) in Nabatieh

province. On Oct 31, two separate
airstrikes Kkilled 2 individuals riding
motorcycles and wounded a third.
These precise “targeted killings™
appeared aimed at suspected Hezbollah
couriers. They heightened fear among
residents as lIsrael demonstrated it
could strike at will, even small, mobile

targets.
Oct 31 Airstrike on lIsrael (Air Israeli fighter jets struck the outskirts
(night) Kfar Sir, Force) of Kfar Sir (also in Nabatieh). A
Nabatieh Lebanese civilian man was injured by
shrapnel in this raid.
Lebanese  Hezbollah Lebanon No major rocket attacks or direct fire by
side ceasefire (Hezbollah) Hezbollah into Israel were reported in
breaches October 2025; the group largely
(alleged) observed the truce militarily. However,

Israel accused Hezbollah of violating the
spirit of the ceasefire by rearming and
rebuilding its military infrastructure.
Israeli intelligence  claims  that
Hezbollah smuggled “hundreds of
short-range rockets™ from Syria back
into Lebanon and is “reorganizing its
military leadership”, which Israel views
as a breach of the November 2024
understanding. (Hezbollah denies these
allegations, and U.N. officials have not
verified any offensive operations by
Hezbollah during the ceasefire period.)

According to Lebanon's Health Ministry, 23 people were killed by Israeli strikes in
October 2025, the vast majority being Hezbollah fighters, although some civilians were

included in that toll.



Injuries and Damage

Beyond the loss of life and injuries, ongoing ceasefire violations have caused material
damage in southern Lebanon affecting the already Infrastructure is on the top,: In
“recent weeks” of October, Israeli drones and jets targeted excavators and bulldozers
engaged in reconstruction, which Lebanese officials say is a deliberate attempt to
“prevent any reconstruction work in the war-ravaged south’. The 11 October strike in
Msayleh burned down a large inventory of heavy machinery and gouged a crater in a
key road. The Blida raid shattered parts of a municipal building. President Aoun has
emphasized the need to allow displaced southern residents to return home and repair
their damaged houses - especially “with winter approaching™ - underlining the

humanitarian impact of continued strikes.

Diplomatic Responses and Meetings in October 2025

Lebanese Leadership and U.S. Envoys:

Faced with mounting Israeli attacks, Lebanese officials engaged in intensive diplomacy
during October. On 28 October 2025, Lebanese President Joseph Aoun met with visiting
U.S. Middle East envoy Morgan Ortagus in Beirut. Aoun called for "an end to the near-
daily deadly lIsraeli strikes™ on Lebanon. He pressed Ortagus to help activate the
ceasefire Monitoring Committee more forcefully, *particularly concerning halting the
ongoing Israeli violations™. Aoun also appealed for U.S. support in enabling the return
of civilians to the south and reconstruction efforts, noting Israel's strikes on repair
crews. Ortagus, for her part, reiterated the U.S. stance that Lebanon should fully
implement its obligations - implicitly, the disarmament of Hezbollah - and align with a
regional trend toward dialogue. She discussed ideas for launching a direct negotiation
mechanism between Lebanon and Israel, possibly by elevating talks to a diplomatic level

or enlarging the existing committee to include political figures.

Earlier in October, US envoy Tom Barrack visited Beirut with a stark message. He
warned Lebanese leaders that the country was at its “last chance™ to peacefully resolve
border tensions and that Israel might “up its demands™ or even resort to force if
Hezbollah's disarmament stalled. Barrack publicly cautioned that Hezbollah could face

a “new confrontation with Israel if authorities fail to act quickly” to disarm the group.



UN and International Reactions:

On 17 October, a group of UN human rights experts condemned the “continued
violations of the ceasefire in Lebanon™ and called for independent investigations into
unlawful attacks. They highlighted the 11 October airstrike (Msayleh) as an alarming
example and urged all parties to protect civilians and respect international law. UNIFIL,
in addition to on-the-ground liaison, issued formal statements - notably after the Blida
incursion on 30 Oct, which it labeled a “blatant violation” of Lebanese sovereignty and
Resolution 1701. UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres (through a spokesperson)

echoed these warnings, deploring any actions that risk reigniting hostilities.

France, as a member of the monitoring Mechanism and a longtime stakeholder in
Lebanon's stability, strongly condemned Israeli attacks on UN peacekeepers. The
French Foreign Ministry statements on 14 October and 27 October specifically
criticized the IDF drone and tank incidents near Kfar Kila, noting an Indonesian
peacekeeper was injured on Oct 11 and demanding that Israel cease endangering
UNIFIL troops. France also urged Israel to complete its withdrawal from all Lebanese
territory (a reference to remaining Israeli positions at five border enclaves) in line with

the truce.

Meanwhile, Israel's government maintained in meetings with UN and U.S. officials that
its military actions were responsive, not aggressive. Israeli representatives in the
Mechanism claimed that Hezbollah's continued presence and arms south of the Litani,
albeit covert, provoked Israeli strikes - a claim Lebanon rejects. Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu convened his security cabinet on 30-31 October specifically to
review what he called Hezbollah's “violations of the agreement” and its efforts to
“regain strength”. According to Israeli media leaks, defense officials argued that
Hezbollah's rearmament justified intensified operations and even floated the
possibility of a broader campaign if deemed necessary. These Israeli meetings were
happening even as U.S. envoy Ortagus was in Lebanon, highlighting the precarious
balance: Israel was talking about escalation at the very moment Lebanon was appealing

for de-escalation through U.S. mediation.



Sources:

The above analysis is based on reporting from:

® Reuters

¢ Allazeera English

e The New Arab

e Official statements via UNIFIL and the French Foreign Ministry
e Local Lebanese media: L'Orient Today, Naharnet
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